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PRESS PACK
From the children at St Aidan’s

Christmas is
almost here

Read all about what
our children think of
Christmas

Pound Dance
A way to keep fit and have fun with your friends
Every Thursday some of the Year 5 and 6 go to Pound Dance which is a new
dance club where you use drumsticks to pound on a mat. It has lots of different
music which people enjoy. It lasts for an hour and it costs one pound each week.
Abi and Mrs Lean teach the children.
Pound dance keeps you fit and that’s why you need to take a water bottle
because you have to drink after every song. I would like to tell some of my
friends to come to Pound Club because they would enjoy the music and taking
part.

Robin Wood

Just how the Year
5’s found their trip
to Robin Wood and
what were the
highlights.

Leona

THE NORTH

THE ITALIAN VISIT

FOOTBALL

We looked at things
which make our area
the place to be.

Read all about the
students who came all
the way from Italy

What being part of a
team means to us and
what makes it great
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Mr. Exley Speaks

Year 4 got the
chance to interview
Mr. Exley in their
after school club.

ROBIN WOOD
A trip of a lifetime for our Year 5
students
For the Year 5 class trip St. Aidan’s PS went to Robin
Wood. They went on a coach and it took two hours
to get to the stop. They had to walk all the way to the
place they were staying at. The children tried activities like raft building, piranha pool,
canoeing, giant swing and the zip line. They were all fun. There was pizza, sandwiches,
apples, bananas and pasta to eat.
Finally when it was time for the children to leave they took their lost and found
clothes to make sure they didn’t leave anything behind. They would really like to go
again.
Sarah

Year five went on an exciting trip to Robin
Wood on the 6th October 2017. First the

The Year 5 students went to the amazing Robin Wood. It

children in year 5 left school at 9.15a.m and got

is a long walk to Robin Wood from the bus, and as soon

the bus to Robin Wood. After Year 5 got off the

as the children got there Year 5 had got some lunch and

bus they met up then they wore bibs and then

did piranha pool and had to find out the clues. I found

they had a big walk and took them off.

out how to unlock them.

Year five went to lunch at 12 o’clock and had

The Year 5 students went to go on the trapeze and rock

cheese sandwiches with orange juice and

climbing. I jumped for the trapeze and I got the bar and

crisps. Then year five went to their exciting,

started to swing with one hand and slipped but still had

challenging coastal adventure activity and it

longer than Aiden.

was very fun. It was so amazing that Year 5 went
to stay there.

Tyler B

Abobaker

On Friday 6th October 2017 Year 5 went on a residential trip to Robin Wood. They went to try lots of new
activities such as Knight’s Quest, zip-wire and the giant swing. The students were having so much fun. They
also had a responsible team leader and a teacher from school to look after them.
The most exciting thing about the food was that you would have a full English breakfast every morning. For
lunch you would have pasta bolognaise and jacket potato and wraps. For dinner there was pizza and tea was
hangers and mash, with ice-cream for dessert. The dorms were very spacious they had three bunk beds. Some
of the beds were very creaky. But the Night Ninjas were checking our rooms to see everyone was in bed by 10
o’clock. The trip had ended but the children had a great time.
Lacey
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On the 6th October the Year 5 class went to
Robin Wood because it’s great for the children
to have fun and to push themselves. This
happens every for Year 5. The people who have
helped to organise this trip is Mr Dunnigan and
Mrs Steele.
Mr Dunnigan asked the children what their
favourite activity was and 47% of the class said
piranha pool because you had to use good

On Friday 6th October 2017 Year 5 went to

teamwork and solve riddles. One of the riddles

Robin Wood by going on a bus. They waved at

was “What grows tall but never dies?” This was

their families and friends and set off. Year 5

the hardest riddle for the children. The school

thought they would miss their families but still

decided that there would be three groups.

had a good time.

Some of the food that Year 5 had for breakfast

They went on this trip to Robin Wood because

was bacon, beans and toast. The food was great

it’s fun and it helps you learn new skills. We

because it gave them enough energy to do

learned Rock Climbing. If you want to Rock

activities. One activity was caving where you go

Climb, you have to listen and learn from your

inside a man-made cave and played exciting

teacher or group leader, because if you don’t

games.

listen or pay attention it can cause injuries as it

Thomas

is very dangerous.
The Year 5 had a good time together in Robin
Wood but they were happy to see their families
and friends. I would like to thank Mr. Dunnigan
for planning our lovely trip and my mam for
paying for the trip.
Molly

SUMMER TRIP TO DRURIDGE BAY
In the summer term the year four children went to Druridge Bay to have
fun. We did activities like canoeing and paddle boarding.
It was difficult because the wind was strong and the water was splashing
off the boats. Also Mr Dunnigan, Mrs Watson and Miss Forley came with us
and we travelled by coach.
It happened because we like to have fun.
Harvey
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K-BOT TAKE OVER

ART ATTACK

The best thing I have done at St Aidan’s is the

One of the best things about Saint Aidan’s was

art trip to the library.

going on a trip to a different school. We walked
from our school and when we got to Kelvin

It started on a cold Monday morning. The

Grove we got put into pairs with someone from

children walked up a steep, short pavement

there. We got shown robots from the show

until a bus driver picked them up. They drove to

‘Robot Wars’. We were shown a K-bot, a robot

Gateshead central library where the children

made out of Kinex and made our own with

were joined by two other schools. Inside they

instructions. It was kind of hard to do because

began to make a display based on “the fish

the instructions were hard to follow.

boy”. The display is now available for viewing at
Gateshead central library. At the end of the day

Our first challenge was for our K-bots to knock

the children sat down as if it was the end of a

over some wood and some bottles. Our second
challenge was to get our robots to go up a long
bit of wood into a big plastic box. It was easy to

The best thing I have done in St Aidan’s is when

do because we just had to turn on the robot

I was in Year 2 and I built the Black Pearl. It is a

and put it on the wood.

ship from Pirates of the Caribbean. Me and
Alana carried the ship down to reception and

The last challenge we had to do was to play

we had to be careful not to break it.

Robot Wars by putting two robots on a long,
wooden bench where the robots would fight

Megan

and try to knock each other off the bench. We
also had playtime at Kelvin Grove and made up
a game called ‘Doctor Who’, where someone
goes to different colours and the other person

The best thing about St. Aidan’s is the choir

has to try and catch them. The best bit was

because I get to sing a lot of the songs I like in

getting to make robots.

front of lots of the parents, the school and the
Italian students. I started in the choir on my

Thomas

second week at this school. The song that I like
the most is ABBA ‘Dancing Queen’ because I

ST. AIDAN’S CHOIR

like the film Mama Mia. I also do it with the
head teacher Mrs Steele who is really good
because she helps us sing the best we can. I
would tell new people to come to the choir
because it is fun and they can learn how to sing
with their friends. I am never leaving choir ever
because I love taking part.
Faith
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The best thing I have done at St Aidan’s was the
school trip to Segedunum. We anxiously waited
to get off the bus when we arrived there after a
long trip. As soon as I got off the bus the cold
air hit me and it hit me hard. Firstly, the group
saw some old ruins from the Roman and Celtic
times. Then we went to the film room and Alice
the guide showed us what they did for food,
clothes and how to keep warm. They ate stew,
honey, cakes, rosemary, dormice , dormice
nests, eggs and ham all topped off with honey.
They used wool cloaks to keep warm. Then we
went downstairs and painted swirls on our

The best thing I have done at St. Aidan’s is go
on a trip with the rest of Year 4 to
Segedunum. This is because we got to go up
to the tower and walk around where the
Roman castles used to be in the olden days.
From the tower you could see the Roman fort
and all around.

hands because the Romans invented straight
roads and houses and the Celts didn’t like the
Romans. Next we had a yummy lunch! Finally it
was time to go but I hope I can look back on it
and remember this as one of the best days at St.
Aidan’s.

We also saw weapons that were made by the
Roman soldiers from wood and they looked
like they could hurt you because they had
very sharp tips. The Roman troops wore
cloaks to keep warm in the winter. For lunch
the class had packed lunches from home and
sat inside.

Alana

The best thing I have done at St Aidan’s is the
school trip Segedunum. When we were on the
coach we were playing with Matchattack cards.

Callum

When we arrived it was freezing cold and we
wore Celt cloaks. They were really warm but it
was itchy.
The Celts lived in round houses that were dark
and they had a fire pit in the middle to stay
warm and bright. Everyone smelled chives that
were disgusting and then we had lunch. I had
Japanese hot wings and rice. We made
friendship bracelets then went to the tower
where we saw the Roman fort and the
Newcastle valley.
Kohaku
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The best thing about Christmas is that you can

The best gift I would give every single child in

stay up late and watch Christmas films like

the world would be love because everyone

Home Alone. I like Home Alone 2 because it is

deserves it. Not many people in the world have

funny and Christmassy. The funniest part is

it and it’s free. You don’t have to buy loads of

when Marv goes on the ice rink and takes

stuff for other people you just have to give

people’s hats, scarves and gloves. You would

them hugs. You could also go around people’s

have to watch the first one to find out what will

doors and say Merry Christmas and that’s all

happen in the second one.

you have to say.

Leona

Some people in the world don’t celebrate
Christmas, that’s why love is so important. Also
old people and people around the world don’t
even know what Christmas is. They just wake to
a normal day. That’s why I think love is so
important.
Lacey

My last Christmas memory is enjoying time at
my Grandma’s house where we had mint hot
chocolate on a cold, freezing night. I think this
memory is special because I love spending
more time with my loving family.
My next favourite Christmas memory is when I
got my adorable puppy. My puppy is called
Red. She is cute and she loves me and I love
her. She is important to me because I’m grateful
and she makes me joyful, but the best thing
about Christmas is having fun with my lovely
family. I love Xmas!
Molly
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On Christmas day I wake up at three o’clock in the
Mr favourite Christmas memory was of
Christmas 2015 because it was my last
Christmas with the whole family because my
dad was going to die so we couldn’t see him
anymore, and it would be the last Christmas
with him. So it really meant a lot to me.
The thing that made it special is that the whole
family was there before he was going to die
because he died in July 2016. We went to
Coventry and spent Christmas there and we
went out for some food. We also took our

morning and turn on my Xbox for about 20 minutes after
my brother wakes up. Five minutes later my sister wakes
up my mam and my dad while I watch a DVD and my
brother slaps me across the face.
For my lunch I have sausage, mash, gravy, Yorkshire,
broccoli and cauliflower, which exhausts me so I go
upstairs and watch youtube and end up asleep after
about 10 minutes. Then I play out with my friends the
next day and share all of my new toys with them.
Daniel

presents there and opened them with our
family.
Malica

My best memory at Christmas is me and my brother
sitting on the sofa opening our presents and we loved
every one. Me and my brothers also share a lot of
stuff. My Xbox One is my best present because I still
play it.
When it’s snowing we go outside and go up the hill,
sit on our bums and go down it. We also visited my
friends, played out with them and then went to my
house to have some food. We had pigs and blankets.
Those are my best memories of Christmas.
Corey
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This term Year 5 have been learning how to

Last year the Year 4 class of St. Aidan’s went to

stitch the Bayeux Tapestry. Mr Dunnigan was

Beamish to learn about local history for their

the person teaching. Mrs Watson and the whole

topic. Year 4 learned lots of facts about people

class participated. They did it in Year 5 because

who lived in the olden days, what school and

it would help us in reality. Even though it was

work was like as well as quarries, caves and

hard everybody gave it a go and I was proud

hospitals. Some children went to the mine

after I participated. Furthermore, everybody

where they got called Mackems and others

had a greater experience, even though the girls

went to the school. They learned lots of facts

were better than the boys but they still gave it a

and had a great time.

go. Year 5 enjoyed the process of stitching.

Sophie

Malica

On Monday October 2nd the Italian students came to St.

On Monday 2nd October 2017, at St. Aidan’s

Aidan’s Primary School to visit us because Year 5 went to

Primary School, the Italian children came to this

visit the Italian students last year. The Italian students

country. It was because they wanted to see

were here for five days. They had Dominoes Pizza and

what we get up to at school here. It was a

Year 5 went up the fire pit and had lots of fun with them.

whopping 47 children that came. They also

We made a fire and a swing then went on a walk around

spoke a tiny bit of English. All day we did

the trees making monster faces.

outdoor activities. Overall, it was a great

Year 5 made friends with the Italian students and some of
teachers like Mr Dunnigan made new friends with other
teachers and students in the class. We played football
and the teams were England vs. Italy. It was close to a
draw but we won with six goals to five.
We said goodbye to the Italian students at home time
because they were going to the beach for the day. It was
a little bit sad but their behaviour was really bad. Even
though they had a good time they were happy to go
home to see their mams and dads, and I was happy
because they were a bit rowdy.
Corey
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experience having them at our school.
Daniel

Newcastle Library is important because you can

St. James’s Park is the biggest football stadium

read quietly and do your homework. The library

in the Northeast where football is played. The

was built on 7th March 2009 and last September

first game was played in 1881 and the people

there was 66, 430 visitors. The library can be

who built it were TTH architects. The stadium

used free. You can borrow books from the

was built on Castle Leazes in the Town Moore.

library and there is a cafe where you buy coffee,

The Rolling Stones have played there. The

sandwiches and drinks. You can play anything

Prince of Wales was the first royal to watch a

on the computer.

game and between December 1962 and March
1963 there were no games.

Abobaker

Sophie

Are you wondering who built the awesome
Greggs? Well you’re in luck because I’ve found
all of the answers of who, what, when, where
and why right here. John Gregg himself started
Greggs, a company that makes really good
food. If you are wondering when it started it
was in 1939, firstly in Tyneside. It was built
because it gives people food if they are hungry.
A long time ago it started in a van, and John
Gregg also delivered baked food by pushbike.

On February 20th 1837 a beautiful Theatre was

10 years later John chained up his bike and

built which was called the Theatre Royal. The

opened Greggs of Gosforth. There are now
over 1700 Greggs in the UK.

person who built it was an architect called John

Daniel

Grade One building and there is 1,249 seats in

Benjamin Green. Did you know the theatre is a
total across four levels? Wow can you believe
that? It is on Grey Street in Newcastle upon
Tyne. It was built to give a much bigger space
to perform shows.
Malica
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The Tyne Bridge is a wonderful bridge for cars
and buses to get from Gateshead into
Newcastle. It was built in the year 1928. The

DID YOU KNOW?

Tyne Bridge is a metal through-bridge and it
once nearly got struck by lightning. The Tyne

There is a bridge just like the Tyne Bridge in

Bridge is about 200 feet over the river Tyne.

Australia

Harvey

The bridge is made from steel and granite
It took three years to complete
It was built by Forman Long and Co. of
Middlesbrough
Only one worker died during construction
(Nathaniel Collins, age 33)
Sarah

On 1975 two famous comedians were born
known as Ant and Dec. This famous comedy
duo were both born in Newcastle and their
dream job was to be astonishing comedians.
They started to become partners on an old
show called ‘Byker Grove’. One funny rule they
have is called the 180 degree rule where Dec
can only stand on the right. One of their biggest
hits in their career was winning an award to say
you are the funniest comedian.
Corey
Ant and Dec are on TV comedy shows like Britain’s got Talent and Saturday Night Takeaway. They are
popular because they make people laugh. Ant and Dec come from Newcastle upon Tyne where they
became famous on a show called ‘Byker Grove’. Ant and Dec are both married and they are very close
friends. They make a good team because they have known each other for a very long time.
Leona
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AN INTERVIEW
WITH MR EXLEY
The best thing about St Aidan’s is Mr Exley because
he is the best teacher and he is so cool. He is cool
because he helped me today in science and he is
the manager of St. Aidan’s football team. He also
has good football skills like Around-the-World,
rainbow flicks and the Maradona.
Tyler

What was your favourite subject when you
were at school?

Who or what inspired you to be a teacher?

I loved PE. It was always my favourite when I
was at school. I like any sports really as well.

My Mam inspired me to do this job as I wanted
to help children learn and better themselves.

How do you find working in Year 4?

What is so special about doing this job?

I love it, I think it is fab. It is very different being
in Year 4 as I used to be in Year 5.

It’s just brilliant as no day in school is the same.
There are always lots of different things to teach

What subject do you enjoy teaching the most

and lots of different things going on.

here at St. Aidan’s?

What is the best part of your job?

I love teaching Science as there are lots of

You lot! Dealing with you every day and making
sure you are learning what you need to learn.

different opportunities to do things and you get
to do a lot of things practically, which is also
good fun.

How long did it take you become a teacher?

Why did you want to come and teach here at

It took me two years with one year training.

St. Aidan’s?
It is a fab school and I thought it would helpful
for me to be working here in making me a
better teacher.

Did you know Mr Exley has two goldfish?
He also celebrates his birthday when we
are on holiday for Christmas..so happy
birthday Mr Exley :-)

How many schools have you worked in?
If you include when I was training, I have
worked in five schools. All of them have been in
Gateshead as well.
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Playing football is great because you get to

FOOTBALL

meet new players and encourage them if they
are getting beat. You can also speak to the
Manager if you feel ill. It also keeps you very fit
as well. Furthermore, you can also do football
tournaments and get awards.

Football is my favourite sport because I get to

If you are lucky you can get to meet

score goals and save the ball. Football is when

professional footballers and you get to shake

you get put on a team and the coach swaps the

their hands and take a picture with them while

teams so the other team can play and then it’s

you collect the awards. If you are a boy or a girl

fair. My favourite football team is Newcastle and

it does not matter because it inspires everyone.

Ronaldo is my favourite player.

It does not matter if you are tall or small either.

Harvey

Lacey

Dwight Gayle is one of the most expensive
footballers for Newcastle United. His parents
are called Devon and Michelle Gayle. His age is
28 years old. He was born on the 17th October
1989.
He only plays football because he was inspired
by Pele because he had books and watched
short movie clips. He plays at St. James’s Park.
He had earned £936, 000 alone in 2017
because he is the top goal scorer. Football runs
in the family for Dwight Gayle.
Lacey
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